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JEFFERSO N MEDI CAL COL LEGE

C HAPTER V.
F UO M ] 83 2 TO ] 838-RIVALRY WITU TLI E UN lVERSITY OF PENNSYLVAN ]ATIl E A NATO!\[]CAL M USEUl\I -TIJE N I~ w C HAIR OF T lJ)~ I NSTITUTES
OF MEDICINE-DR. R OBLEY D UNGLlSON- E NLARGEl\1ENT"OF THE OLD
BUILDI NG-A SEP ARATE C HARTER-SE PARATIO"" FROM TlI E J EFFERSON
COLLEGE- D ]SSENSION:S I N THE F ACULTy-DISSOLUTION OF TIlE
F ACULTy-M CCLELLAN DROPPED-HISTOR Y OF T IIE R EOUGANIZATION
- T HE NEW F ACULTy-AcTION OF TIIE STUDENTS-T IlE NE W CATALOGUE-T HE E ND OF THE FmST EpO CH ] N THE I-h STORY- BARTON}
S AMUEL M CCLELLA N} DRAKE} PATTISON} R EVERE.
years fr om ]832 to ]838 cons ti tu ted a progres sive peri od in
the hi st ory o f the Jefferson Medi cal Co llege.

It w as al so a forma-

tive period in that the in stituti on took up on it self a new character, and, through so m e impelling pow er, see me d to in fu se new
life

and

energy

into

it s

Faculty

and

it s

Trust ees.

H ithe r to

the

Trustees were little m ore than nominal directors of it s bu sines s a ffa irs, sub ject to the beck and call o f a so m et im es dominating Faculty ; but no w th ey
appear to have tak en real interest in Co lleg e matters.

True, th ere w ere t wo

o r three o f the Trustees wh o from th e fir st had taken a d eep interest in the
welfare o f th e Co llege, but g ener-ally ( a lw ays except ing Dr. E ly) thei r
interest was passi ve, and about all th ey did w as to appro ve-and ve ry ra r ely
to di sappro ve-of any action o f the Profes sors.

Faculty dominati on -w as

the o r ig inal cus to m in the life and hi st ory o f th e College, whi ch was per mitted to continue far lon ger th an wa s de sirabl e for th e good o f th e inst itution.
H ow e ver, ab out th e yea rs 1832 and 1833 th e T rus tees had bec o me

Iact ors in Co lleg e hi st ory, and their names w er e printed in co ns picuo us lin es
in the annual catal ogu es and announ ccm cnt s : and with a more wh olesom e
interest on their part. and a less quarrelsome di spositi on on th e part of the
Faculty, the prosp ect s for future success became brighter a nd m or e encour-
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ag1l1g to the frie nds of the school.

The effect s o f previous internal dis-

sentions wer e still felt ; th e classes were sma ll, and the numbe r o f g raduates
correspondi ng ly few.

In 1832-33 the Dean's register showed 90 students,

and at the .close of th e sess ion only 19 g raduatcs.

In 1833-34 res ults were

d ifferent; there were 172 na mes on the roll, a \1(1 5.3 candidates were awarded
the degree in me d icin e,
Here was substantial progress, and the controlling spir its o f the College were g ra tified at th e favora ble turn in th e tide of affai rs; and in th e
announcement for 1834-35 there were congratulations upon the "reputation
which J effcrson "M ed ical College has secured for her diploma."

T here was

just cause fo r rejoicing in this result, and it wa s pardonable in the Trustees
and Professo rs wh en they publi cly a nno unced " that the nu mber of gentlemen who have rece ived the D octorate this session is greatly out of proportion
to th e class."

F urthe r, the y say :

"The explanation, however, of this apparent an omaly will be found
most satisfacto ry, and pr ove th e va lue attached to the system of medical
inst ruction pursued in the college . More than one-half of th ose who graduated in this yea r began th eir studies in other colleges , and a number of them
had , during th e pr evious session, been students in the Unive rsity of Pennsy lvania. As these persons, after spending one session in attending the
lectures in the Unive rsity and after having had full opportunit ies o f examining a nd com paring th e facilit ies a nd advan tages afforded by the two
institutions fo r the acq uisition of a medical education, were induced to
sacrifice preference, and to select J efferson Medical College as their A lma
Ma ter, a high er and more g ra tify ing tr ibute could not have been paid to the
institution."
"Moreover," says the an nouncement, "a considerable number o f students
attending J efferson Medical College, last sessio n, besides those who have
g raduated, commenced th eir medica l st udies ill the University o f Pennsylvania;" and furthe r, "The trustees and professor s are not aware of a
single instance in wh ich a st ude nt, who had attended lectures in their inst itution du ring the previo us session. left it and gave a preference to any
other medical schoo!. Of this they are certain . that in the printed catalogue s
of the U niversity of Pe nnsylva nia, the name of a single student who had
previously mat riculate d in J efferso n Medical College wi ll not be found."
T his exp ress ion of sent iment afforded much satisfaction to the Trustees
and Faculty, for the institution referred to was looked upon fr om the first
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as the avowed opponent to th e new schoo l, a nd the opportunity fo r a thrust
111

retal iati on wa s not even now to be lost.

B ut time heal ed all th e old

a nimos ities, and in th e cou rse o f a fe w mor e yea rs th e tw o schoo ls were
reg arded as rival s only, not quite in perfect fri end ship and harmon y, but
vigorou s competito rs in a fair and open contes t, with out reco urse to unwa rra nted method s on eit he r side .

Th e riv alry, if such it was, gave added

zea l to the endeavo rs o f th e schoo ls in offer ing th e very best courses of
medical instructi on , a nd thereby g reat good r esulted to th e stude nts in both
o f th em.
But it appe ars that even in the early history of th e younger inst it ution
it s Faculty wa s abl e to g uard its int er ests again st th e attacks of a n enemy.
McClellan wa s still a t th e head , its founder and defend er , and he wa s "every
inch a fight er ."

He now held th e chair

o~

S urgery, and hi s influ ence was

sti ll pot ent , espec ially when the inte grity of th e instituti on he had founded
was in qu esti on .

If the Truste es and Faculty ex presse d th emselv es w ith some fee ling.
they at least were free fr om heat or a desire for retali ati on ; such was not
a n attribute of their indi vidual cha rac te rs .

T hey say " noth ing in vidi ou s

is intended by th eir publi cati on s," and that th e sole object in th eir disseminati on is to put the pr of ession in possession of "fact s whi ch ca nno t be controverted ; which are most hon ourabl e to th e reputation of th eir schoo l, provi ng
the comparat ive estima tion in whi ch it is regarded in refer ence to th e oldes t,
and until now, the most celebrated medical schoo l in th e U nited S tates;"
and thi s up on th e evidence of "intelligent g entl em en wh o ha ve had amp le
oppo rt unities of examinin g the merits of both .'
In regard to th e institution th ey represent , th e T ruste es a nd Faculty
unite in saying t hat all they ask fo r is th at th eir cla ims sha ll be fa irly exa mi ned
a nd treated ; and then add that " they have not pressed st udents on th eir
arri val in th e city to enter at once to th e lectures of th eir schoo l, but ha ve
even dissuaded them fr om do ing so.

Their advice to st udents has always

been to attend th e lectures of both institution s for some tim e befor e they
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made their selection, and after ha ving carefully examined th e mer its of
each , to come to a decision. "
At this time the Faculty o f Jefferson M edi cal Co llege felt an honest
and deep pride in the schoo l, and they knew it s real worth even in com parison with older institutions o f the same cla ss.

Therefor e it w as w it h

every assurance of justice in their pretensions when they sent out thi s
statement :
"A s the lectures o f both institutions a re open to all students, without
the production of tickets, for the first fortnight, there is no necessity for a nyone to matriculate until he has had an oppo rtunity of examining and comparing the ad vantages he ma y att a in by becoming a student of th e U niversity o f Pennsylvania or of Jefferson Medical Colleg e. In every A nnua l a nnouncernent the trustee s and professors have pressed thi s ad vice upon th e
attention of students resorting to Philadelphia. Two yea rs ago, th ey were
aware the sister institution possessed advantages on the score of reputation.
and thi s naturally opera ted powerfully in inducing young men, imm ediat ely
On their arrival in the city to matriculate as stude nts in that medi cal schoo l.
This extrinsic advantage, however, no longer ex ists . It is now conceded
by every person conversant with the subject, that Jefferson M ed ical College
presents advantages and facilities for the acqu isitio n of a medic al
education which are not to be surpassed. \Vere evidence of thi s required,
the single fact before referred to would be conclusive, viz: that a number
of students after attending lectures for one session in what formerl y wa s
considered the first medical school in th e U nited Stat es, had been induced,
in preference, to select the Jefferson Medi cal Co lleg e for the complet ion
of their studies.
" If the rapid inc reas e in number o f st ude nts in J effer son M edical College ha s been a subject of sincere gratific ation to the trustees and pro fessor s,
the conduct o f the gentlemen in attend ance On the lectures has not been less
so. Indeed, nothing could exceed the zea l and dili genc e with whi ch the
members of the clas s dev oted themsel ves to the acqui siti on of medi cal information, and the kindness and good fceli ng evinced by th em tow ards one
an other. There wa s no jarring, but, united in a commo n pursuit, th ey were
desirous only to excel each other ; aI! wa s uni on and harmon y. This is no
mere commonplace compliment to the members of th e class of th e last
session. It is what their diligencc and good conduct has justl y ea rned for
them. It was remarked, and admired, by their fellow st udents wh o had
attended lectures in other institution s ; a nd their professors. some of wh om
have been engaged for more than twenty-fi ve yea rs in the duties of tuit ion ,
can truly and cheerfully testify that they ha ve never in the course o f th eir
experience seen so much diligence and so mu ch improvem ent.
"The professors of Jefferson IVJedical Colleg e conceive that th e sys tem
they ad opt in their intercourse with the students ha s had some influ ence
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in this most favourab le resul t. They believe that it is not only in th eir
chairs that they can communicate in format ion, but that by culti vat ing' a
per sonal acqu a in tan ce wi th the ir pupil s they can ind uce confidence. and
co mmu nicate ill fam ilia r convers at ion not only mu ch usefu l in format io n,
but, a lso. st imulate th eir you ng friends to zea lous and dev oted study."
Impressed with the imp ortance o f cultivating the intimacy o f the student s, the Professors instituter! a series o f "Medical Co n vers az ioncs. ' whi ch
were held in t he ha ll of the mu seum on Saturday eveni ngs.

This wa s the

beginn ing of [he "Quiz Class," for which th e College afterwa rd became
famous.

At first these meetings were o f a social charact er.

Tea and coffee

were serv ed. and the hours fr om eight until eleven o' clock wer e spent in
agreeable and intimate intercourse of the students and pr ofessors.

T o stu-

de nts w ho needed it, a nd sought it, fri en dl y advice a nd assista nce were
given, and the reby m any pupi ls were assisted o ver some o f the rough point s
o f their course o f study.
There is no doubt that the Faculty as con stituted in 1832 and th er ea fte r conti nued without mater ia l change for severa l years. wa s the st ro ng est
ye t kn own in th e h isto ry of th e college.

Each chair was filled by a n in-

structor of unquesti oned capacity and moral worth. and each Professor felt
th at his interests and th ose o f hi s pupils were identical.

This mutual int er est

being establi sh ed the sch ool naturally grew in numerical st re ng t h and usefu lness.
For t he sess ion of 1834-3 5 J ohn Co sg ro ve was ap pointed
the Museum.

urator of

The importance o f an extensive Museum had been insisted

on by the Faculty and Trustees in the announcement for 183 2-33, and for
the next tw o years every effort wa s made to secure the ser vices o f a Cu rato r.
"accompl ished in the art o f ma king prepa rat ions," wh o would give his entire
atten tion to t he prepa ration o f a natomic and pathologic specimens .
In regard to the Curator's qualificati ons, the rec ords sa y that " a fte r
much trouble. and many disappointments, the faculty are happy to ann ounce
that they have succeeded in accomplishing the obj ect o f their wi she s, and
have bee n so fortunate as to ha ve entered int o an engageme nt with Mr.
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Cos g rov e, o f L ondon , a gentleman highly qualified for th e disc l.a rge o f the
duties o f the office o f Cu rato r to an Anatomical Mu seum. "
1\'1r. Cosgrove arrived in Philadelphia in 1'.'1 arch, 1834, and at once de-

voted himself to the work o f preparing specimens for " the illu strati on of
healthy and morbid anatomy."

Many o f the se were obta ined fr om th e

opera tions o f George lVl cClellan, Profe ssor of Surgery, during the course
o f hi s practice.

In 1833 Dr.

J. c.

Cra w ford wa s app ointed Curato r, vice

Cosg ro ve.
At thi s time th e "M useum o f anatomic SpeC1l11enS possessed by th e College com pared fa vorably with that o f other medical institutions, but with
thi s the F aculty was not fully sa tisfied ; the best collection wa s ai me d at
and every effort wa s now to be put forth to secur e it.
" T he Professor s cannot remain satisfied, " says one auth ority, "until
the y have placed every department of their schoo l on a n equa lity, as respects
the facilities for medical education , with the oldest and most celebrated
medical establi shments. A s pathological an at om y from th e labors o f Cruve ilhier, A nd ra l, H ope, Ca rs well, and a host of others , ha s acquired an importance, which can only be equaled by its value in the elu cidation of the
sympto ma to logy and the treatment of disea ses, the Professor s o f the ] effers on "M edical Coliege have determined to exert themselv es most zealously
in the creation of a uuiguiticcut 1Il1lSeUlIl .
"There will be no effort made to charm the eye , but every preparati on
will be calculated to teach indelibly a useful profession al lesson. * * *
Based as the practice of physic is. in the present sta te o f th e science, o n
pathologi c ana to my. reference mu st be cons ta ntly had to it. if it be th e
obj ect of the profe ssor to keep pace with the progress o f hi s science : and
to refer to thi s, with out ha ving specimens to illu strate the fact s wh ich it is
hi s obj ect to inculcate, is not to inf orm, but only to confuse the mind s o f his
pupils."
For the sess ion of 1835 -36 th ere

W;lS

no chang e in th e per sonn el o f th e

Faculty, and for the first time an October course in A natomy wa s established by Dr. Pattison, wh ose lectures were dev ot ed to the subj ect o f th e

cerebro-spinal axis.

The idea o f a lon g er sess ion had been pr eviou sly pr e-

sented and discu ssed in the meetings o f the Trustee s and o f th e Faculty ;
and while it was determined not to extend the term o f the regular schoo l
year, st udents of A nato my were g iven th e a dva ntage of one month extra
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time under the instruction of Dr. Pattison.

The year witnessed many sub -

stantial improvements in the affairs o f the Co lleg e, and material pr ogress
in every department.

There were 364 regularly matriculated students in the

institution, an increase of

J

31 over the preceding year, and at the end of

the session in March, ] 830, ] 3 1 young I11cn were awa rded the doctor's
degree.
In 1836 a new chair of Institutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence
was established. and Dr. R obley Dunglison, its first occupant, became a part
of the life and history of the College.

This advance step was welcomed

by the profession throughout the country, and the announcement o f Professor Dungiison's connection with the institution at once aroused a new
interest in medical circ les, for he had previously acqui red an en viable reputation as Professor of Physiology in the University of Virginia. and added
new laurels by his later incumbency of the chai r of Materia Medica in the
University of Maryland.
Dr. Dunglison was not an unknown or an untried instructor when he
entered the Faculty of Jefferson Medical College. and he was destined in the
course of a few more years to become one of the most popular teachers and
writers in the country.

His work, influence. and example always were for

the best interests of the College.

He was a member of the reorganized

faculty, and as such will be mentioned in a subsequent chapter.
For the sessi on of 1836-37 317 students matriculated. and at the close
of the school year

125

graduates received dipl omas.

In the history of tlre

College the year was uneventful, except that substantial progress was made
in every department.

The October course of lectures was continued, but,

while there developed a growing inclination to extend the general session
fr om four to five months, no definite acti on wa s taken in the matter.

On

this subject the \ nnouncement says:
"The pr ogressive improvement o f medic al science had suggested to
the pr ofessors to extend their course of instruction fr om four months-the
longest te rm in othe r institutions-to five. With this view lectures have

_._ - - - - -
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been delivered during the month o f O ct ober for the last three sess ions, and
have been numerou sly attended. This course will be continued ; the di ssecting
room will be kept open and every attent ion will be given to thi s imp ortant
department. There are interesting and valuabl e topics a pperta ining to each
chair, which cannot be fully discussed in a term o f four months, but which
may readily be examined during thi s additi onal period . The p ro fessors
wish it to be distinctly u nderstood, however, that the regular course o f
lectures will be commenced, as usu al , on the first M onday in Novembe r ,
and terminate on the last day of February."
The year

J 838

was memorable in the hi st ory o f the Co llege, and w it-

ne ssed several important changes in the character o f the institution.
the close o f the se ssi on J08 dipl omas were awa rded to g ra d ua tes.

At
T he

classes had now become so large that more commodi ou s lecture room s w er e
a necessity.

Either a new and m ore spaciou s building must be erected, o r

the old one must be materially en larged.

Thi s questi on wa s presented to

the additi onal trustees , and that body, after mature deliberation , decid ed
favor of en larging the old structure.

111

But, as the necessary modifi cation s

and additions wo uld involve a considerable out lay o f mon ey, it wa s desirabl e
that the title of the property, then ve sted in Ezra Styles Ely, sho uld he
acquired and held by the Trustees.
Here a new difficulty was presented, and legi slati ve action was necessary to its satisfactory solution .

The Trustees in Philadelphia were merely

"Additional Trustees" o f Jefferson College at Ca no ns bu rg, and th er efore
an integral part of the parent board ; and as such, whatever property they
acquired would in fact belong to the Trust ees o f the parent in stitution .
Hence the nece ssity for a sepa rate charter to enable th e Philadelphia Trust ees
10 carry out th e work o f remodeling and enlarging the Co lleg e building.

In the spring o f 1838 application was made to the legislature, and an
act was pa ssed in conformity in part to the fifth sect ion o f the act of April
7, r826, which reserved to the legislature the right to am end or repeal one
porti on o f the charter: but directly it referred and wa s s u ppleme ntal to th e
fifth section o f the act pa ssed j une r3 , 1836, relating to the g eneral sys tem
of education,

It provided as follows :

,

SQ
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SE CTIO N'=; . That the M edi cal department of J effer son Co llege be, and
her eby is, created a separate and independ en t body corpo rate, und er th e nam e.
sty le, and titl e of " T he Jefferson M edic al Co llege of P hilade lphia," with the
sa m e pow er s and restriction s as the U nivers ity of P ennsyl vania ; th e pr esent
a dd itional trust ees, chosen in pursuance of an act entitled "An act supplementary to the act entitled An act for th e establishm ent of a Co llege at Ca no nsburg, in the county of Washington , in th e Co mmo nwea lt h o f P cnn syl vani a,
pa ssed the seventh clay o f A pr il. one th ou sand eight hundred and t wenty-six ,
to be the trustees of the colle ge cr eated by thi s sect ion, with pow er to increase
th eir number to fifteen."

N ow , by virtue of the act abov e set fo rth, th e J effe rson Med ical College
of Philad elphia wa s establishe d up on the basis origi nally contemplated by
it s founders, and for whi ch th ey and th eir successors in th e F aculty had
conte nded for nearly fifteen years .

]\'lc C!elbn. th e founder , was still of the

Faculty , and Green, also of th e or ig inal number, held th e chair of Chem ist ry.
The othe rs, E be rle, Rh ees a nd Klapp, had severed th eir relation to th e institut ion seve ral years before thi s g re at con summation wa s atta ined.
For Mc ClelIan th e victo ry now was complete : th e go al o f his g rea test
ambiti on had been reach ed, but he wa s not yet conte nt to lay aside his armo r
and rest up on th e la ure ls of per sonal and pro fession al ac hieve me nt.

New

battl es wer e yet to be fou ght, and eve n now he was st r uggling to retai n a
controlling influ ence in th e aff airs of th e institution whi ch he alm ost alone
had brought int o heal thful ex iste nce. and susta ine d so man y yea rs with
his wonderful indi vidual st re ngth.

i\ g re at pow er wa s he in th e beginni ng,

and a pow er he still remain ed, alth ough now hi s influ ence was declining
und er th e rapi d progress th e in stitution wa s making in th e medi cal world :
and in the course of the next tw o years he wa s to be set as ide and re placed
with new elements.
"W ith th e same pow er s and restriction s as th e U nive rs ity of Pennsy lvani a," read the act cr eating th e new , ind ependent medi cal schoo l; whic h
meant in easy interpretation that th e J effer son M edi cal Co llege was to sta nd
as the equal in all respect s to th e olde r and mor e favor ed institution .

Now,

so far as pow er s, privileges, and restri cti on s wer e conce rned, th ese tw o g reat
schools of medi cin e were on an equa l footing ; but for at least five years
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before this time the younger sch ool wa s th e equal o f th e olde r in respe ct to
the th oroughness of its courses of instr ucti on and the pr oficiency o f its corps
o f instructors.
The last meeting o f the Board o f Addition al Trustees wa s held April
19, 1838, at w hich ti me the new charter wa s accepted, congratulat ion s were
o ffered, ,a nd res olution s were ad opted.

Then the board adj ourned sin e die.

One o f the re solution s pa ssed at thi s meeting referred to th e former rela ti ons of th e pa re nt Co llege at Ca nonsburg and its Medical Department in
Philadelphia, and is worthy o f reproduction here:
"Resolved, T hat the Preside nt be directed to communicate to the mother
boa rd at Ca nonsburg, that, in accepting the chart er which separates them
from the Jefferson Co lleg e at Cano ns burg. th e add it iona l tru stees a re influenced by the conviction that such a sepa rat ion is for the mutual benefit
and convenience o f both bodies, and desired it for no other rea son; and that
th is boa rd w ill retain a g rateful se nse o f the kind and fosteri ng care ever
exh ibited towa rds them by the parent institution , and will in th eir new
capacity be always ready to acknowledge their pa st oblig at ions . and to exchange in every way in their power, kind o ffi ces with Jefferson Co llege at
,,c a nonsbu rg ."
Thus terminated an association which had cont inued almost fiftee n
years, and its close was as g enial as its continuance had been mutuall y agreea ble and ben eficial.

H owever, the parent institution wa s reluctant to part

with its o ffspr ing ; it had given it life, had sus tai ned and su ppo rted it in times
o f trouble and t umult, and now. when the experimental peri od had pa ssed ,
and the chi ld insti tut ion had attai ned healt h, vigor, and the pr omi se o f future
greatness am on g the medical colleges o f the country. it wa s only natural
that th e t rustees of J efferson Co lleg e sho uld he loth to part relati onship with
an important department-one which had already begun to reflect hon or
both on itself and its parent.

But the time had co me wh en the separat ion was

a bsolutely n ecessary ; w he n th e p resent interests and fut ure welfare of th e
medical schoo l demanded a radical chan g e in method s and management ; an d
recognizi ng th is necessity, the Trustees o f the Jefferson Co llege at Cano nsburg interposed no serious obj ect ion to the separat ion, but sent to t he Trus-
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tees of th e new college a warm God-speed and a prayer for continued usefulness and prosperity.
The Board o f Trustees o f the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia
now hecame more directly re pre sentative o f the interest s o f that institution,
andat once assumed and exercised more authority than in former years, when
they were only "Additional Trustees," and when they were hardly more than
a nominal body-a mere compl iance with law .

But it must not be assumed

that the T rustees in their new capaci ty at once became the real controlling
power in the affairs o f the College, for such was not the case; th at g reat
consummation did not reach its fruiti on until within the last ten years.
The Board as establi shed under the act of 1838 possessed all necessary
power, but for some rea son did not attempt to exerci se its authority as
against the voice of the Faculty-the real power-s-who held the rev enue s
and paid the bills, subj ect only to the formal acti on of the trustees.

Occa -

siona lly, how ever, when the Faculty was div ided by dissensions, and req uired
the intervention o f some recog nized author ity , the Board wa s appealed to
and applied a remedy-generally the right one, for in the first Board und er
the new charter, as sub sequently, there were men of str ict integrity and
mor al worth .
A t their first meeting under the new charter, the Trustees increased
their number to fifteen by the election of Je sse R. Burden, J oseph B. Smith,
J ohn R. J ones, Colonel Sa muel Mi ller, and J ohn R. V odges.

A few days

later they comp leted a r rangements for enlarging and remodeling the College
building.

Dr. Ely had rem oved to 1\1 issouri, hut he still mani fested a deep

interest in the welfare of the schoo l.

He leased to the trustees th e College

premises for a peri od o f twenty years fr om the following November, with
the privilege to the lessees of purchasing the property at an v tim e within
that peri od.
These pre limi naries sett led, the needed work o f enlargement was begun,
and the rem odeled structure was ready for occupancy at the opening of the
next sess ion.

The improvements cons isted of a th or ough rearrangement
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of the interior of the building with a considerable enlargement by the addition
of a labor atory and othe r needed apa rt ments.

W ith the completi on of the

im pr ovem ents, the prospect of the College was all that its most earnest
friends could expect. It had a large and convenient building, spaci ou s lecture
rooms, an abl e Faculty, and a larg e and constant ly inc reasi ng sha re of public
and professional confide nce, as well as an apparently bright outlook for
the future .
U nfort unately, how ever, during the sess ion of 1838-39, ser ious difficulties arose in the Faculty, and o f such character that the intervention of
the T rustees became imperative.

For some time certain members of the

Fa culty wer e at va riance regarding the po licy o f the College, and all attempts
at amicable ad justment of the difficulty met with failure.

A t length the dis-

sensions beca me so serious that the T rustees asserted their authority, and on
th e roth o f Ju ne, 1839, di ssol ved the Faculty and reorganized an other on
a more harmonious basis, reta ining a maj ority of the old Professors, but
d roppi ng fro m the roll the na me o f George Mc f.lellan, the founder, and
fo r fifteen years th e g uidi ng spiri t of the inst ituti on.
"Dissensions in the Faculty," repeat all chroniclers o f Jefferson Medical

College hi stor y in menti on ing th e un for tu nate episode that cost the institut ion mu ch o f the pres tige it had ga ined during the six years then just
passed; and the cost , besides, the services and influence of one wh o even then
un qu esti on abl y was one of the most skilled an d bri llia nt surgeons in America
-George McClellan.

As a n inst ru ctor and clinician, McClellan in 1839.

j ust as in 1825, had no superior, and when he was dropped from the Faculty
in t he yea r first m ention ed th e college lost a de voted fr iend and a famous
teacher, a valiant defender in time of trouble, a self-sacrificing friend in
time of need .

But, wi th all his pr ofessional abi lity and fame, with all his

splen did social quali ti es and his per sonal popularity, George McClellan undoubtedly had some fau lts .

He wa s hasty in acti on and in temper; he was

erratic in his nature, and at times he was disposed to be arbitrary, and even
obsti nate.

Wh en he set out to accom plish a certa in end, the re was no

C0111-
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prorm se-e-u o middl e ground-for him;

and so . wh en

he found him -

self at odds with other member s of the Faculty ( the re wer e seve ra l unusu all y st ro ng m en in it at th at tim e ) in th e earl y part of 183 9. " neithe r blad e
would bend nor break." and th e Trust ees wer e compelled to determ ine the
ri ght and the wrong of th e controv er sy.

The matt er in di spute was referred

to a spec ial com m ittee of the Board at a meet ing held A pr il
on M ay

2

2,

18 39, and

a report wa s subm itted, recommendin g a di ssolution of th e Faculty :

and on Jun e

10,

after several conferences, th e Trust ees qui etl y ado pte d th e

recommendations o f th e committee. dissol ved th e F ac ulty, and proceeded
to reorgani ze an other-in whi ch ' the nam e of Geo rge McC lellan d id not
appear.
T he inn er hi st or y of thi s unfortunat e a ffa ir never ha s been full y un der stood, and it is perhaps as w ell that th e wh ole matter be not more than
cas ua lly treated here.

Ther e wa s no serio us offense on eithe r side, no cri me

any whe re, and noth ing to be withh eld fro m the publ ic.
sac rifice on th e one side nor sla ughter on th e othe r.

T he re was neith er

"O wing to d issensions

in the Faculty," th e Trust ees determined to and did d issol ve th at body, and
they deem ed it for the best intere st s of th e Co llege th at the: nam e of Geo rge
M cClellan sho uld be dropped ; but there ha s alw ays been a .pretty ser ious
qu esti on a mo ng well-informed medi cal men , kn owing some thing of t he real
hi stor y of the a ffa ir, wh eth er George Mc Clellan was not unjustl y tr eat ed in
cert a in quarter s when he wa s deposed in th e sum me r o f 18 39.

S t ill, th e Co l-

lege wa s ge ne ra lly pr ogressin g , a nd desp ite per sonal jealou sies and content ion s it s star wa s in th e a scendant, a nd it became necessary to repla ce old
meth ods with others mor e m odern, old id eas with new ones. and a n old
lead er with an other; and thus, in th e reor gani zati on of th e Faculty th e cha ir
of S urge ry was assign ed to J oseph P an coast.
The que sti on ha s been as ked :

Wh y was Geo rge l"fcClella n's nam e

dropp ed fr om th e F aculty list a ll th e reorgani zati on of that bod )' in 1839"?
No man now

lives wh o " can sat isfacto rily ans wer thi s inquiry :

none

who sa t und er Mcf.lellau's teaching in th e hall s of th e J efferson Med-
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His private funds had always been

u sed-s-u nstiu tedl y used- in the purch a se of w ha tever was required, whether
in hi s ow n o r a neth er' s dep a rtrnent, and fo r th ese a d va nces no r estituti on ha d
been m ad e by h is co lleagues. nor as ked for by h im of the Faculty or the

T rustees,
O r ig ina lly h e had fo un de d th e sc hool and it was his; la ter it was taken
und er th e patronage of J efferso n Co llege, bu t Mcf.lella n ha d accomplished
that work, a nd the school was sti ll his; sti ll later a B oard of Additional
T rustees was appoin ted to m anag e directly the m ed ical branch, but McClellan
st ill co nt in ued in vir t ua l control , a nd st ill th e school w as reg ard ed as hi s
ow n; eventua lly the Med ica l Depa rtment was separated from the parent
inst itu tion , a nd an indep en den t body of Trustees was constituted, but George
McCl ella n st ill stood a t t he head , a nd was ge ne ra lly recogn ized as the real
power, a lt ho ugh now th er e wa s a n incli na t ion to re bel aga inst h is authority,
a nd no lo nger subm it to h is dictati on : for at times McClellan was arbitrary
in his dema nds , a nd never yielded in h is opi ni ons to any man; and when
n ew forces were bein g added to th e tea ching co rps, a lmost with eac h sueceecling sess io n, th ere was brought into th e Faculty so me elements of indepe ndence th a t differ ed w ith lVrcCl ella n 's persona l views.
W he n th ese pos it ive cha rac ters ca me tog eth er, a clash was sure to follow.

T he r ea der o f th ese pag es w ill d isco ver th at durin g the firs t fift een yea rs

of J effer son 's history, th er e were freq uent Faculty clashings, indicating di ffer ing op in ions, and it is fa ir to assu me-it wa s a fact-that Mcf.lcllan wa s
o n one s ide o r th e othe r in ea ch of these " d issens io ns in th e F ac ulty;" the
ri ght or wron g-thc m erits of eac h co ntrovcrsy-e-t he present w riter will not
at te mpt to determine; they came, and each succeeding out brea k was m ore

92

J EFFE R SO N iVIE D /CA L CO L LEGE

seri ous than its predecessor. which may be accounted for

111

th e fact that

stronger forces were constantly coming int o the lif e of the College. hath in
its Faculty and the Board o f Trustees.

One of the se for ces wa s Robley

Dungli son, wh o in 1836 wa s appointed to the chair of Institutes o f Medicine.
Duugli son wa s a force in fact-n ot merely in name.

He wa s a g reat

and o rig inal teacher. a writer of wid e reputation , and a man of judicial
mind ; he sho uld have been a lawyer, or a judge upon the bench ; hi s m ind
wa s eminently judicial.

He, too, was a positive character, but he wa s always

log ical, con servative, and sound.

There were others like Dungli son in th e

Faculty, and some of them disagreed with M cClell an. not taking kindl y to
a ll hi s opinions, and, besides, the school had not pr ospered under the orde r o f
things during the last few years.

Indeed, if someth ing were not don e-

and clon e soon- the Colleg e mu st fall to the g ro und .
In the meantime, too, the Board of Trustee s had acqu ired new st re ng th
and influence, and were taking more than passive interest in the affairs of
the school.

In that body , Mc Clellan still had st ro ng friend s. and th ere were

othe rs, in the Faculty, wh o did not approve his acti on s, a nd who felt
that the Colleg e would be better and more pr osperou s if the founder. th e
great teacher and surgeon, were no longer a part of . its life.-no lon ger
a fact or in its history.

But th ose wh o opposed him did not set about the

ta sk to rid themselves of Dr. M cf.lellan .

F ortunately, thi s came in th e

natural course of events, when there wa s more or less dissen sion pervading
the wh ole Faculty bod y; when the time was ripe for a radi cal reorgani zati on
of the wh ole teaching force, and when the Trustee s were in a mood for
determined acti on.
So far as the minutes di sclose. the last Faculty meeting at which George
McClellan wa s pre sent wa s held A pr il

2,

r839. There were present. besid es

him, Dunglison, Green, Pattison, Calhoun, Samuel Mc Clcllan and Re ver e.
Mc Clellan him self occupied the chair.

J ohn Revere was then Dean.

At the

last preceding meeting, held March 25, nothing was done to indi cat e an
imm ediate ch ange in the Faculty, nor was there an ything tending to. show
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any unpleasant feeling am ong its members.

H owe ver ,

111

the report of - a

meeting held March 9, thi s somewhat sig nificant entry is found :
" W hereas , a commuuication wa s received fr om Dr. Dungli son mak ing
certa in alleg ations," it was determined " that ina smu ch as in th e nature of th e
case the Faculty are unable to act on the se allegation s," it wa s mo ved by
Dr. Revere, and seconded by Dr. Green , "that the Dean he requ est ed to
inclose the same to the Board o f Trustees, and that the Dean be permitted
to take a copy of the same for the use o f the Faculty."
The nature and ten or of Dr. Dungli son 's "certain allegations" are not
now kn own . The communication was duly tran smitted to the Trust ees, but
as the Faculty were in a majority against "taking a copy " for their own
use, no further record of its exi stence is found in the minutes or in th e papers
on file in the custody o f the Dean" Dungli son wa s not g iven to hasty action :
he wa s temperate in all things, and he alw ays weigh ed carefully every subje ct bef ore he acted upon it.

And there is absolutely nothing in any recor d,

either of the Faculty or o f the Trustees. to indicate th at George M cf. lellau
wa s the subject o f his "c ommunicati on," except that subsequently M cClellan
took occasion to speak of his relati ons with the schoo l and his int erest in
its properties before Dr. Dunglison became a member o f its F acult y.
this, and other things, it is fair to assume that the allegati ons did

F rom
111

fact

refer to some acti on of the founder which wa s not acceptable to his colleagues ; and they, rather than act upon them am ong themselves. prudentl y
referred the whole matter to the Trustees, and for the first time in the histor y
of the school made that body the real con ser vat or o f the policy o f th e institution.

At thi s time the Faculty wa s di vided by dissension s, whi ch were the outg rowth o f va ri ous cau ses not necessa ry to be enumerated here.

It was

enough that they did exist, and of such a cha racter that unl ess they wer e
checked by some strong influence th e schoo l stoo d on a very insecur e foundation so far as its future was concerned.

So at thi s tim e th e con diti on s were

favo rable for making the Board of Trustee s th e real phy sical pow er of the
institution, and that power wa s pr omptl y invoked through the wise action
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of the Faculty.

This proceeding. however. had the effect to end Fa culty

dom ination in Jefferson Medical College history, and thereafter the Trustees
were the real controlling force of the inst itution .

But thi s opens a new

subject in J efferson history, one which is reserved for discu ssion in a lat er
chapter.
On the day that Dr . Dunglison pre sented his commun ication to th e conside rat ion of the Faculty, the Trustees abo held a meeting and received th at
paper fr om th e hand s of th e Dea n, as the following ext ract fr om the minutes
will sh ow :
April 2 , 1839. "The secretary laid before the board a communication
from the dean of the medical faculty , enclosing a communication fr om D r.
Robley Dunglison , when, on moti on, it wa s
"Resolved, That the different communication s received fr om the medi cal
faculty relating to matters connected with that bod y, be referred to a committee o f three members of the board, with directi on s to inquire int o the
existing state and condition of the med ical faculty of the colleg e, an d to
rep ort to thi s board whether anv and wh at measures arc required to be
ad opted in reference th ereto: and th at the sa id committee have power to call
the professors and such other per son s before them as will ena ble th em to
accompli sh the duti es assigned to them. and require th e production by the
faculty o f all its book s, papers, and archi ves."
The committee upon wh om thi s duty dev olv ed comprised' Trust ees
Cuyler, Smith, and J ones. three straight forwa rd, hon orable men.

Evidentl y,

there wa s somethi ng radica lly wrong in the Faculty body, and the se men
were to inqu ire into its inner most workings, discover the root of the evil, and
report to the whole body of Trustees what in their opinion was necessa ry to
be done to correct it.
The records do not disclose the inqui sit orial pr oceedin gs o f th e committee, and the sa me, if indeed they wer e pr eser ved, are not now to be
found .

It mu st su ffice therefore to say that on May

2

th e committ ee made

a rep ort, and accompan ied with the se plain resolution s :
be dis" R·,eso lved, That the pre sent faculty o f Jefferson Medical Collcue
~
so I vet:
I and
"Resolved. That the committee be discharged from further cons ide ration
of the subject. "
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It appears, however. that the members of the committee were not o f
" one mind and one heart" in their conclusion s and rep ort, for 1'1'1 r. S mi th
presented a minority and counter report.

N ot only the committee. but th e

Trustees as well, were divided on the subj ect o f di ssolving the Faculty, a 11(1
it was not until] une 7 that they were ready to vote on th e re solution ; a \1(1
even then when the end could 110t longer be delayed. Trustees Burden , Badg er.
and Duncan withdrew fr om the meeting and thus "broke the qu orum."
However, the remaining Trustees passed the re solution s, but th e legality
o f their act ion wa s questi oned, and the "adv ice o f coun sel" wa s so ught, pro
and

COl /.

Again, on june

10

the resoluti on s were voted upon , and were

ad opted. eight yeas and three nays.

Green , Cuyler, Mill er , J ones, V ocl g es,

Sutherland, Fricke, and King voted in the aftirmati ve, a \1(1 Badg er, Durden .
and Duncan in the negative.
Thus wa s accompli shed th e di ssolution o f the F aculty a 11(1 by th at
acti on George McClellan ceased to be a fact or in the li fe o f the Jefferson
Medical College.

But the old warri or hero wa s not without friends.

H is

leadership in the school had been o verth ro wn evidentl y " for the g ood o f the
ser vice," but the real rea son s therefor never have been made clear.

He

had made claim to owners hip o f a large part o f the furni shin g s o f th e sc hoo l,
and also had pressed a claim to a th ird interest in certain outstand ing not es.
am ounting to

$800.

There were then six principal chairs in th e school, and

he had filled two o f them.

Ordinarily the revenues would have been di -

vided equall y am ong six Professors. but as Mc Clellan had filled tw o cha irs
he claimed tw o-sixths o f the wh ole emo luments .

This was one ca use o f th e

di ssen sion which disturbed the Faculty at thi s time, but th ere were ot he rs
o f perhaps equal importance, all o f whi ch crea ted an arrayal o f for ces with
a maj ority on the sid e o f the con ser vati ve Dungl ison and aga ins t th e less
pacific McClellan.
After the Faculty wa s dis solved , the Trustees pr oceeded to recon struct
that bod y, and in pursuance o f their purpose placed the names o f thirty-five
em inent teachers and writers on th eir eligible list.

The name o f Geo rge
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McClellan stood first on the roll, but neither he nor his brother Samuel replied
to the communications sent them by the Trustees inquiring whether th ey
were willing to accept Professorships under the reorganized condi tions.
Nevertheless, on June 28, Samuel Mc f.lellan was elected Profe ssor o f Mi dwi fery by a vote of ten to tw o.

Then the Trustee s elected Prof essor s for

the cha irs of Anato my, Chemistry, Theory and Practice, and In stitutes ; but
when it was proposed to ballot for a Profe ssor o f Surgery, it wa s resolved
"that further pr oceedings of the election o f Medical Faculty be postp oned for
the present."
On July 5. the Board elected Huston to the chair of Materia Medica,
a nrl then pr oceeded to ballot for a Profes sor o f Surg ery. Bad ger and Cuy ler

we re tellers, and on counting the vote s J oseph Pancoast had six. Geo rge
McClellan five. and F . F. Hewson one ; no choice.

The second and third

ballot s showed the same result, and it was not until Jul y

TO,

and after

much weighty discussion , accompanied with some warmth o f fecling, that
Pancoast was elected to the chair of Surgery, defeating George McClellan by
a vote of seven to five.

This was the end of McClellan's connection with

the Jefferson NT edical College.
" Then the work o f reorganizati on was finished, J ohn Re vere held th e
chair o f Theory and Practice ; Granville Sharp Patti son the chair of Anato my;
Samuel McClellan the chair of Midwifery; Robley Dungli son the chair of
Institutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence; Jacob Green the chair o f
Chemistry; Robert O
M. Huston the chair o f Materia Medica; and J oseph
Pancoa st the chair of Surgery.

Tn September, Samuel Mc Clellan resign ed

th e cha ir of i'vl idwifery, and Profe ssor Huston wa s assigned to it.

D r.

Dunglison thereupon assumed the duties of the chair of Materia Medica

111

additi on to that o f In stitutes to which he had been regul arly app ointed.
N otwithstanding the undoubted strength of the new Faculty an d th e
°

popularity o f its individual members, the session o f 1839-40 was poorly
attended, and the graduating class fell to 58, which wa s nearly 40 per cent.
below the class of the preceding year, and 60 per cent. lower th an that of
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183 6.

This wa s in part due to the tr oub le already referred to, and th e mor e

serious fact that upon th e retirement o f George Mc Clellan he at once founded
a new schoo l o f medicine. * The per sonal and professional popul arity of th e
man was so g rea t that he drew from the st rength of th e J effer son Medical
College and enrolled many of its students in his new schoo l.

Dr. F. P.

Henry says that as a consequence of the se measures ( Fac ulty tr oubl es and
changes ) nearly one-half o f the graduating class withdrew fr om th e

Jef-

fer son Medical College, preferring to sit under Mc Clellau's teachin g or to
ente r other schoo ls in the year 1839-40.
While thi s un fortunate controversy impaired th e effi ciency o f th e College for a time, the reorgani zati on of th e Faculty soo n had th e effect to
restor e confidence in its stability .

During thi s time neither th e Trustees nor

the Faculty were idle, and the students who remained loyal exe rted themselves in behal f o f the institution wh ose future meant so much to them.

111

lendi ng the ir influence a nd a id to the restor ati on of pro speri ty, they held a
meeting in the A nato mical Theater of the Colleg e building on. F ebruary 14,
1840.

Stephen D. Mullowney wa s chosen chairman, a nd Jam es D. Coch ran

secreta ry, after which it wa s resolved "that a committee o f seven be ap pointed to draft a preamble and resolution s expressing the sentiment of th e
class with respect to th e capabilities o f th e P ro fesso rs o f thi s institution and
th e manner in whi ch th ey have di scha rged th eir respect ive duties."

T h is

committee comprised E . H. Moore. o f Virginia ; Henry H outz, o f O hio;

R. C. Beatty, of P enn syl vania ; G. T. Ne wman, of V irg inia;

J.

Stua rt Leech,

of P enn syl vania ; E. D. Connor, o f A labama; and An dre w Bruce, of Penn-

* McClcllan was 43 when he was re tired from the J efferson Medical College. He in~
med iately conceived the proj ect of a third medical school in Phi lade lphia, and with his
"ch'araclcristic buoya ncy and deter mina tion of pu rpose," he went in person, accompanied
by a sing le pr o fessional friend, to so licit a cha rte r fr om 'the state legislature, Th is time
he attached hi s schoo l to P enn sylrau ia College a t Gettys burg, sec uring it full co rporate
'privileges as thc medi cal department o f tha t instit ut ion. As a F acult y he ha d sec ured for
th e cha ir of Physiology ami Anato my, Dr. Samuel G. Morton ; for th c chair of Principles
and Practice of S ur ger y, himsclf ; D r. Ca lhoun fo r thc chair of l\latc ria Med ica and
P harmacy; D r. Sa muel McClcllan for thc cha ir of Ohstctrics; Dr. W illia m Rush' for
th e Chair of Theory and Pract ice of Physic ; and Dr. W al ter R. J ohn son for th e chai r
of Chemistry. The scho ol was opene d in N ovemb er , 1839, with a class o f nearly one
hundred st uden ts.
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sylvania.

A fter due consideration th e comm itt ee rep orted the following

preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously ad opt ed:
"\V ll EREAS, The Trustees o f thi s institution ha ve seen fit to mak e an
alt er ati on in the Faculty since the ex piration o f the last session, for reason s
well kn own ; and
"\VII EREA S, Som e an xiety may ex ist in r~gard to th e qualificat ions of
th e pr esent incumbents o f th e chairs o f Surgery and O bstet r ics. hy those who
pr opose coming to thi s city to a vail themselve s of the ad vantages here offered to the medical student in the pro secution o f his studies : and
"\¥lIEREAS, Vie wish publicly to express our high regard for th ose ge ntlemen, and om entire satisfaction as to th e mann er in whi ch they ha ve
acqui tted themselves in the performance o f th e a rduous ta sk which has devolved up on th em; therefore,
" Resolved, That we con sider it unnec essary to !'ay anyth ing in rega rd
to the old members of the Faculty, their high tal ent and capacity to teach
being suffi ciently well known, and fully appreciated .
" R esolucd, That we consider the chang es, which have been made ill th e
cha irs o f Surgery and Ob stetrics, to be improvements which hav e g reatly
enhanced the value of the school.
.
" Resolued , That the thanks o f the class be returned to P ro fessors Pancoast and Huston for the able and satisfactorv mann er in whi ch they have
acquitted themselves .
.
rc R esolv ed, That we consider the pre sent arran gement o f teachin g' the
In stitutes of :Mec1icine and Materia 1\1 edica in combinat ion. to facilitat e
greatly the progress of the student , and to pre sent many advantag es ove r
the mode s in which they are usually taught.
" Resolve d, That a copy o f the foregoin g pre ambl e and resolut ions be
tran smitted to the faculty, with a requ est to publish th em in th e catalog ue
o f the pre sent session. "

These resolutions

111

themselves were gratifying to the Trustees an d

the vacuity, and especially to Professors Pancoast and Huston.

It was not,

how ever , that the se new occupants of the chai rs of Surge ry and O bstet rics
wer e. in need of champion s or def end er s, for even then th e nam es of Pancoa st and Huston were well kn own and in excellent repute with the medical
world; the real purpose of the resoluti ons , and the principal obj ect of th e
students, wa s to defend the integrity of the] effer son Medical College, wh ich
then was being covertly att acked.
The resolutions quoted were printed

III

th e first annual cat alogu e issued

by the Trustees and vacuity. It wa s publi shed in 1840, and related chiefly
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to th e Colleg e sess ion of 1839-4° . In that year the catalog ue took the place
o f the A nnouncement, the latter not appearing.

In the new pamphlet the

T ru st ees find occas ion to express themsel ves in regard to the cond itio n of
affa ir s, and they say :
" A session has now elap sed since the new org anizatio n, and an opportunity had for witnessing its practical operation ; and although , as was anticipated, th e first effect ( as always happens in cases of cha nge in simila r institutions) ha s been a diminuti on in the number of students , th e board "a re of
th e opinion, fr om what the y have heard o f the sentiments of a n unu suall y
ass iduous, exemplary, and ent hus ias tic class, and o f othe rs wh o have had
ampl e opportunity o f forming an unbi ased judgment, that th e pr esent organizati on ha s proved -and will pr ove-to be highly satisfacto ry .
"Th e Board o f Trustees are happ y in being abl e to ex press th eir satisfacti on with the mode in which the new Professor s o f Obstetri cs a nd Surge ry hav e executed their respective duti es: as well as their conv iction th at
a t no tim e has the schoo l been mor e effecti ve or mor e in a condition to fulfil
the warmest hopes and expectations of its friend s.
" T wo years ag o, the board obtained a lease of the College buildings for
tw en ty yea rs; a nd under th at lease they instituted va r ious alte ra tions and
improvements, so that, for all the purposes of a medi cal institution , J efferson
Medical College now pre sent s advantages un surpassed by th ose o f othe r
inst itutions.
"With such ad vantages, and with a Faculty so capabl e, and so zealous
in th e execution of their arduous duties. the board o f trust ees feel satisfied
that th e institution is admirably calculated for a ca reer of ext ensive and
enduring pr osperity."
A t thi s time the J effer son Medical Colleg e did possess unu sual advantages as a school for medical instruction , and when the effect s of the recent
di sturbances had disappe ared a new peri od o f pr ogress wa s opened.

But

bef ore th e best result s in thi s direction were secured there was required at
th e hand s o f th e Trustees a little mor e clearing away of obstacles, a little
mor e bri ghtening of the College armor , and a little mor e spir it of determination to do all that was necessary to be done to establish th e J efferson Med ical
Colleg e am ong the best institutions o f its kind in the country.

This wor k

called not alone for patrioti sm, but for courage-determined couragc-e-and
when the cri sis wa s pre sented, the Trustee s proved themselves equal to th e
occasio n, a nd showed that the y were trustees in fact as well as in nam e.
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In 1839 the number of Profe ssorships was reduced to six by the mer ger
of the chairs of Materia Medica and the Institutes o f Medi cine.

F or th e

session of 1840-41 Dr. William S. Grant wa s made Demon strator o f A nato my.
J ohn R ever e was now Dea n of the Faculty, and also held the chair o f Theor y
and Practice.

The class for the 'ca r wa s about equal to th at o f the preced-

ing session, and at its close sixty students were awarded diploma s.
I n this year, j ust bef ore the end o f the session, death claimed one of th e
Faculty's brighte st a nd most honored lig ht s-Jacob Gre en, Profe ssor of
Chem istry, who th en was senior member of the corps of instructors.

He

had been with the history o f the schoo l alm ost from its beginning; had aided
in moldin g its early policy ; had served throughout fifteen years of its sue- •
cesses and reverses; but he had held himself aloof fr om the controve rsies
which too frequently marred the progress o f the institution.
February

I,

Dr. Green died

184 I, and his un timely taki ng off.wa s one o f the most lamentable

events which marked this trying peri od in the life of the college.

On Febru-

ary 4, the Trustees held a special meeting and passed resolutions express ive
of their appreciation of his service s as a Profe ssor in th e Colleg e, a nd of his
wo rt h as a man.
During the session of 1840-41 , the old Faculty tr oubles ag am mad e
their appearance .and devel oped such feelin gs o f bitterness that the T ru st ees
pere mptorily dis solved tha t body and reorganized it on a more harmoniou s
basis.

U nde r the then ex isting conditi ons no other course was open to

them, and unpleasant as their duty wa s they went about it manfully.
In his concise review o f the hist ory o f the College previ ous to thi s tim e,
DI-. Holland says :
"During the first seventeen years there had been man y disag reements
ending in withdrawals, some of. th em involuntary. In th at tim e th ere had
been eight incumbents to the chair o f midwifery. A t different times vacan cies
had been filled for short per iods by men of un usua l abi lity . Their stay was
so short as to prefigure the early decline whic h seemed to be the fat e of
an institution whose hist ory was marked by such extraordinary vicissitudes,
due in the main to internal discords."
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The new difficulties which resulted In such radical changes cam e to a
crisis about the close of the session of ]840-4 T, and on A pril 20, all the
chairs were vacated upon the peremptory order of the Truste es.

Then with

commendabl e zeal th ey pr oceeded with th eir work o f reor gani zati on.

T hey

builded better than they knew, and filled all the cha irs with men of distingui shed ability, and unquesti oned int egrity.

A t last wa s brought to-

ge ther, as Dr. H olland says, "a group o f tea chers of approved merit who
could work in harmony. "
Thus closed the first epoch in the histor y o f the J effer son 1\1 edical College .
The schoo l had come int o exi st ence in th e face of opposition, had acquired
colleg iate pow ers only aft er a long an d earnest strugg!«, and th en soon
afterward beg an to be beset with Fa cult y difficulties.

These di sturban ces

took place too frequently during the seventeen years o f history re viewed in
preceding pages, yet fr om each o f the se wa ves o f trouble the institution
appeared to acquire a little additi onal streng th, a little wider influence, and
to increase and grow in usefulness.

The "last state" of the College after

each of the se domestic convul sions app eared to be better than th e first, and
whil e each succeeding storm o f di ssension was mor e serious th an its pr edecesso r, the clearing a way left the atmosphere of the schoo l purer and mor e
wholesome than bef ore.
The seventeen years just ended constituted the formati ve peri od in the
hist ory of the College.

At no time wa s there an y ser ious strug gle for an

exi stence after the passage o f the act of ]8 26 ; at no tim e wa s there an y wid espread fear that the institution would be dissolved.

Through out thi s peri od

the college wa s making history; was making men of mark; wa s sending out
int o the rank s of the medical profession many men wh o were.destined to lives
of usefulness, and some to di stingui shed emin ence.

A t the same tim e the

College was laying the foundation of its own future g reatness, and preparing
the way f01' its own permanency.

Taken in its entirety. thi s peri od forms

an interesting element of Colleg e histor y, where event s of differing cha r-
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acte rs ran in parall els . all tend ing to a common end; and th at end was reached
In 184 1 when the Trustee s recon structed th e enti re F aculty body.
Whil e the peri od referred to witnessed many imp ortant events, it als o
br ou ght into th e hi story of the J efferson M edi cal College man y new and
inter esting characters, other than th ose wh o wer e memb ers o f th e first
Faculty.

One of the earliest of these wa s Dr. W illiam P . C. Ba rton, who

wa s the first incumbent o f the new chair o f Materia M edica in 1826, and
D ean of the Faculty for some time following his election to that office in

1828.
Barton came fr om a fam ily o f ph ysician s.

H e was a brother of D r.

J ohn Rh ea Badon , an eminent surgeon, and neph ew o f Dr. Be nj amin S mith
Barto n, formerl y a Professor in th e U nivers ity o f Pennsy lva nia.

H e wa s in

all r espects a remarkable man, highly educate d, learned in his pr ofession, a
g raceful lecturer , an able writer, and one o f th e most famo us bot anists in
A me rica.

It wa s Barton wh o in 1818 att empted to found a seco nd medical

schoo l in P hiladelph ia, and wh ose laudable a mbit ion was crushed by opposing
influ ences; and it wa s only natural th at he sho uld fully sympathize w ith Me Clellan's later mov ement in th e same directi on , and give a id to it, and ultimately join him self to th e Faculty of th e new schoo l.
Many o f Barton 's act s were marked w ith th e eccent r icities o f ge nius,
and he ab ounded in flashe s of wit.

Hi s sty le o f lecturing was conversa-

tional, plain, simple, and didactic, without attempt at orato ry , and hi s success
as a tea cher wa s all that could be desired.

In his appearance he wa s a model

of neatness, and he seldo m wor e the same coat, ves t, or cravat on two success ive da ys.

In his critici sms o f contemp oraneou s writer s he was o ften

seve re, and even bitter, especially when he had occasion to spea k o f a certa in
writer on Materia Medica, with wh om he had lon g been on un fr iendly terms.
H e rema ined in the Colleg e three yea rs, w hen he was orde red by th e governmen t to N ew Y ork, and afterward to sea, ha ving ente red t he navy as a
s urgeon at an early age.
A no the r pr ominent figure

It1

th e early College history was Dr. Sa muel
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Mc Clellan , wh o was made Demon strator of A natomy
younger brother of the founder, and wa s born in 1800.

1828 .

111

He was a

His education was

acquired in his brother's office, the University of Pennsylvania, and in the
Medical Department o f Yale, where he graduated in 1823.

H e then spent

three yea rs in travel, chiefly in Mexico, and in 1828 began his connection
with the F aculty o f Jefferson Medical College.

In 1830 he was appointed

to th e cha ir o f Anatom y, succeeding his brother.
During the session of 183 [-32 he resigned, and wa s succeeded by Dr.
P attison.

He then took the chair made vacant by the death of Dr. Rh ees,

and in 1836 became P ro fesso r of Ob stetrics and Di seases of W om en, which
chair he ret ained through the tr oubl ous year 1839, in which th e college and its
founder came to a parting of the way s.

Soon afterward, howe ver, S amu el

M cClellan resigned and j oined with his br other in the new schoo l movement.
H e lived until 1854, and left behind a good record.

He wa s an honor to th e

College through out his connection with it, and , had he not pr eferred to follow
the fortunes of his br other in his new venture, he und oubtedly would have
become one of the fam ous Faculty o f 1841.
Dr. Daniel Drake ca me int o the College life in ]830, and filled with
credit the chair o f Practi ce of M edicin e for a sing le session.

H e was a strong

man prof essionall y, an excellent educator , and wa s a tow er of strength in the
Fa cult y, but Drake had other and perhaps higher aspirati ons.

At th e close

of the year he resign ed and left Philadelphia, taking J ohn Eberle with him.
•Hi s subsequent history belongs to the West, where he becam e fam ous
profe ssional annals.
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Dr. Drake wa s born in ] 785 , a nd died in 185 2.

Following th e departure o f Drake a nd E berle a nd th e death o f Rh ees,
th ere was a virtual reor ganization of th e Facult y, in whi ch three new and
important figure s appear.

These were Drs. U sher Parsons, Samuel Ca lho un.

and Granvill e Sharp Patti son.

Of Dr. Parsons little is now known .

He

came from Providen ce, Rh ode I sland, and accept ably filled th e cha ir of Obstet r ics a single year, wh en he resigned.

Ca lhoun wa s born in Chambers-

burg, in ]787, graduated at Princeton in ]804, and at th e U niversity Medi cal
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1808.

During the nin e years he wa s member of the J effer son

Medical College Faculty. he held variou s Professorships, and also for three
yea rs was Dean.

He wa s a fa ithful friend o f George l\'I cClellan, and afte r

the latter was deposed he followed him and hi s fortunes in the third medi cal
scho ol.

Co lho un wa s a bachelor, learned, and of genial, gencrou s nature.

He died in 1841.
W he n Gra nv ille S ha r p Pattison beca me a pa rt of the life of the College,
both th e Faculty a nd th e inst itution felt th e enlive ni ng in fluence of his presence and of hi s exam ple.

He was a wo rt hy successo r to the youn ger Me -

Cle llan in the chair of A na to my, and held t hat chair unt il the s weeping
chang es of 1841, whe n Pa ncoast was ch osen to succeed him.

A contempo-

rary writer m enti ons Pattison as "a brill iant lecturer and teacher, but a man
o f intense feeling and strong prejudices."
land . in

1 792,

He wa s born in Glas go w, Scot -

began the study of medicine at the age o f seventeen, and at

nineteen was appointed Demonstrator of Anatomy in the private schoo l of
hi s preceptor.

Two years later he opened a school, but soon di scontinued

it to accept a life positi on in the Andersonian Institute.

H owever, in th e

winter of 1818-19 he ca rne to the United States, "with the hope, " says Dr.

-

.

.

Henry, "of succeed ing D r. Dorsey in the Univers ity o f Pennsylvania.

N ot

success ful in this. he sett led in P hi lade lphia and joined the movem ent for a
new m edi cal school, in w hich he took such aggress ive measu res as to print the
' W hiklin th esis,' w ith certa in expunged pas sages re ta ined and ita licized .
T his engendered th e most bitter feeling, and it was furthe r increased by
rumors of a Glasgow sca ndal, in w hich Pattison, alth ough acqui tted on trial ,
wa s believed by hi s opponents to be guilty.

He attributed the se rumor s to

Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, and in 1820 challenged the doctor, thereby g iving
more publicity to the affair."
This event appears not to have injured Pattison's reputati on as an
instruct or, as in the same year he wa s appointed to the chair o f A nato my
in the University of M aryland.

He afterward s returned to En gland a nd
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Iniversity o f L ond on . He came thence to Phila-

delphi a and to hi s position in th e J effer son Med ical Colleg e.
A nother conspicuou s figure in Faculty circles during the peri od under
considerati on was Dr. J ohn Revere, wh o ill 1831 wa s app ointed to the chair
of "Theory an d P ractice of P hys ick," a posit ion satisfactor ily fi lled by him
until the close o f 1839 -4°.

J ohn Revere came to the Co llege with an ex-

cellent rep uta tion. and whi le there both the institution and him self wer e
benefited by th e assoc iation.

H e was born in ' 787. grad uated at Harvard

in 1807 . and four years late r received hi s medical degree in Edinburgh .

Hi s

pr ofe ssional career was begun in Baltimore, from which city he cam e to
Philadelphi a an d the chai r of P ract ice in J efferson . "Here," say s one writ er,
" his excellent qualities as a physician and lecturer .added g rea tly to th e
st reng th of the Faculty duri ng h is ten yea rs of ser vice. He and Dr. Patti son
hath resign ed in 184 1 to tak e like chai rs ill th e U niversity o f New York. "
Or. Reve re died ill New Y ork in 1847, and wa s regarded as one o f the most
distinguished men in the profession.
J efferson Medical College in 1839-4°.

He wa s Dean o f the Faculty in the

